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SCALE  LiEMOPAlJDUiu  NO.  2 

For  the  information  of  scale  agencies  and  others  concerned  in 
the  testing  of  scales  at  stockj'-ards  posted  under  the 
Packers  and  Stockyards  Act. 

In  testing  livestock  scales  the  errors  shall  "be  determined  by 
means  of  small  weights  on  the  platforni,  as  is  'briefly/  explained  below, 
and  no".  by  the  use  of  fractional  poises,  except  where  the  fractional 
poise  is  being  tested.     The  plan  to  be  used,  briefly,  is  as  follov/s: 

The  scale  is  to  be  balaJicod  at  r^ero  or  starting  load  with  a  suf- 
ficient number  of  small  test  weights  on  the  scale  platform  to  exceed 
any  errors  likel;;-  to  be  developed  by  the  test,  as  for  instance  by  plac- 
ing 25  pounds  of  assorted  small  weights  on  the  platform.     The  balance 
of  the  beo,m  is  then  to  be  carefully  adjusted  with  the  aid  of  the  bal- 
ance ball  until  an  exact  center  bo2ance  is  secured.    The  test  load  is 
to  be  then  applied  —  as  for  inst^mce  1,000  pounds  —  and  the  poise 
is  to  be  set  so  that  the  reading  of  thebejun  corresponds  to  the  test 
load,  v/hich  in  this  case  would  be  1,000  pounds.     The  beam  is  then  to 
be  brought  to  a  perfect  center  balance  by  adding  to  or  tekiing  from 
the  small  weights  present  on  the  scpj.e  platform.    Prom  this  cha.nge 
in  iho  small  weights  on  the  platform,  the  error  in  the  scale  can  b  o 
accurately  determined. 

In  determining  the  error,  the  person  operating  the  beam  shall 
permit  those  outside  of  the  scale  house  who  m,a3''  be  changing  the  small 
T/cights  on  the  platform  to  conceal  from  him  the  o::act  amount  of  small 
weights  present,  until  a  satisfactory  balance  ]:'.as  been  completed  and 
a.cce  )ted. 


The  SR  of  the  scale  d.uring  the  tost  shrll  be  determined  by  ap- 
plying or  removing  v/eights  from  the  scale  platform  until  the  change 
in  balance  position  which  defines  the  SH  is  accomplished. 

Tost-  record  forms  have  been  provided  by  the  Service  for  the  use 
of  those  testing  livestock  sccalos  under  its  supervision. 
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